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A
s storytellers, we often purchase
books. But how can we evaluate
if we really need a particular

book? A few simple questions can help
you answer this recurring question for
tellers.

What to look for before you put your
money down

1. What is my purpose for considering this
purchase?

a. What is it about this resource that
appeals to me?

b. Does it cover some aspect of
storytelling I am interested in?

c. How will this resource help me learn
or improve my storytelling?

d. Does it provide new information?

e. What audiences could I use it with?

2. What do I notice as I browse through
the book?

a. Check the introduction: What is the
purpose of the book?

b. Check the Table of Contents: What
stories or information does it
contain?

c. Read a story or a few pages: Is the
book well written, clear?

d. Look for a list of sources,
bibliography, indexes, glossary,
helpful hints, illustrations: What are
the special features?

3. What do I already have in my
collection?

a. Does this resource compliment what
I already own or is it completely
different?

b. Will this resource add to a genre I am
building?
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4. Do I recognize and respect the author?

a. What are the author’s credentials?

b. What other books has he/she written?

5. What do the reviews say?

a. Check: www.amazon.com

b. What do Library review sources say?

c. What do people who own the book
say about it?

6. Will I get enough out of this resource to
warrant the price?

7. Can I get this book through my library
(or interlibrary loan) or borrow it from
a friend?
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Judy Sima is a storyteller and middle school
librarian from Southfield, MI. She is also the
Michigan Representative for the Northlands
Storytelling Network. She is currently co-
writing a book on youth storytelling. You can
contact her at “judsim@hotmail.com”. 
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Zen Flesh, Zen Bones by Paul Reps,
Charles Tuttle and Company,
ISBN 0-8048-0644-6

Short tales that can be used for a myriad
of purposes

These are books that will help you in
exploring those short, simple, beautiful
tales that we all need in our lives and in
our repertoires.

Heaven & Hell – A Story From Japan

Once, a long time ago, there was a
samurai warrior who sought
enlightenment. He went to a Zen master
who was well known for his wisdom and
his willingness to share it with others. The
samurai stood in front of the small monk
and spoke, as he always did, in a tone that
was used to instant obedience.

“Old man, I want you to teach me
about heaven and hell.”

The master looked up and spoke, “I can
not teach you anything. Look at you. Your
clothes are dirty, you smell, your sword is
rusty, you are ignorant, a disgrace to all
samurai.”

The warrior turned red with anger at the
insults. In his rage he drew his katana over
his head to strike down the old man. The
master looked up and spoke softly.

“That is hell.”
The samurai was overwhelmed.  This

man was willing to risk his life to teach
him. With a sigh he sheathed his sword
and was filled with a calm and a feeling of
wellness and love. The old man smiled.

“That is heaven.”

�  �

Dan Keding is an internationally known
storyteller and ballad singer from Urbana, IL.
He is a recipient of the National Storytelling
Network “Circle of Excellence” Award and has
received numerous awards for his storytelling
recordings. You can reach Dan at
“dantale@earthlink.net”.


